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1  he  N  ice  President's  Office 


By  Bob  Van  Rvzin 


"If  you  want  to  prepare  an  article  for  publication 
in  any  journal,  newspaper  or  magazine, 
you  need  to  do  as  much  research  as  possible 
into  what  has  been  written  ...” 


Recently  Trail  editor  Gary  Beedon  passed  along  an  e-mail  from  a  society  member  [Bruce 
Talbot]  suggesting  an  article  be  written  giving  tips  on  how  to  prepare  an  article  on 
commemoratives  for  publication  in  this  journal.  I  must  admit  that,  although  I  have  written 
lengthy  pieces  on  a  variety  of  numismatic  topics,  my  output  in  the  area  of  U.S.  commemoratives 
is  very  limited,  and  I'm  probably  the  wrong  one  to  address  such  a  question.  Still,  research  is 
research  and  writing  is  writing,  so  I'll  give  it  a  go. 

The  best  advice  I  can  give  is:  If  you  want  to  prepare  an  article  for  publication  in  any  journal, 
newspaper  or  magazine,  you  need  to  do  as  much  research  as  possible  into  what  has  been 
written  before  on  your  chosen  topic-both  in  primary  and  secondary  sources. 

For  instance,  in  the  case  of  an  article  I  wrote  on  the  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar,  I  began  by 
consulting  the  major  books  on  commemorative  coins  for  as  much  background  as  I  could  get  and 
to  decide  on  a  general  direction  for  the  article  to  take.  That  is,  I  needed  to  determine  if  I  wanted 
to  address  the  numismatic  market  for  the  coin,  stick  strictly  to  the  history  of  its  conception  and 
design,  or  provide  a  nux. 

You'll  find  that  by  doing  this  groundwork,  you'll  constantly  come  up  with  new  avenues  of 
exploration  as  you  become  more  familiar  with  the  topic  you  plan  to  write  about.  You  may  also 
find  that,  in  some  cases,  sources  vary  on  certain  facts.  Sifting  through  these,  you'll  be  able  to 
determine  which  are  right,  which  are  wrong  and  which,  if  any,  you  want  to  avoid. 

These  secondary  sources  will  provide  you  with  a  good  basis  for  an  article,  but  your  best  bet, 
whenever  possible,  is  to  check  as  many  primary  sources  as  you  can.  These  often  consist  of 
original  letters  (such  as  between  the  artist  and  mint  officials),  contemporary  newspaper  articles, 
and  similar  documents. 

I  he  closer  you  can  get  to  what  people  were  thinking  and  what  was  going  on  at  the  time  of  the 
release  of  the  coin  you  plan  to  write  on,  the  better  your  story  will  reflect  what  really  happened. 
Fry  to  put  yourself  into  the  time  period  in  which  you  are  writing  about  in  order  to  avoid 
making  errant  assumptions. 


? 


Another  thing  to  keep  in  mind  is  that,  although  much  has  been  written  on  U.S.  corns,  including 
commemoratives,  there's  always  something  new  to  discover  and  pass  on  to  those  who  will  read 
your  article.  Even  it  you're  a  little  intimidated  by  the  mounds  of  books  and  articles  available  bv 
well-known  authorities  in  the  field,  your  audience  will  always  consist  of  collectors  eager  for 
new  information.  They  will  also  like  any  new  slant  you  can  give  to  well-explored  areas. 


Besides  previously  published  articles  within  the  numismatic  field,  a  good  source  of  information 
when  writing  about  commemoratives  (and  many  other  numismatic  topics)  is  a  local  university 
or  a  historical  society  library.  There  you  will  generally  find  a  government  documents  section  in 
which  you  can  locate  a  copy  of  the  original  bill  authorizing  comage  and  any  pertinent 
testimony.  Such  information,  if  you're  lucky,  will  lead  you  down  a  path  not  taken  by  previous 
writers.  Some  years  ago,  while  researching  the  background  of  the  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar,  I 
found  the  congressional  testimony  of  Oregon  Trail  veteran  Ezra  Meeker  invaluable  in  providing 
a  fresh  lead  in  to  my  story.  In  turn,  this  led  to  one  of  his  books  detailing  his  efforts  to 
commemorate  the  Oregon  Trail,  which  helped  flesh  out  the  human  side  of  this  story. 

As  for  other  sources  you'll  want  to  check  before  sitting  down  to  write,  one  of  my  professors 
used  to  stress  that  some  of  the  best  research  comes  when  you  least  expect  it-when,  for  example, 
a  book  on  the  top  library  shelf  falls  off  and  hits  you  on  your  head,  alerting  you  to  its  presence. 
What  he  really  meant  was  that  many  things  that  will  assist  you  when  researching  will  be  found 
in  what  might  not  at  first  seem  to  be  germane  publications.  A  biography  of  an  artist  (or  a  book 
of  artists'  biographies)  can  lead  to  key  information  not  previously  published  within  numismatic 
circles.  Or  a  general  history  of  the  period  of  the  coin's  theme  may  provide  interesting  tidbits  that 
will  add  welcomed  depth  to  your  story. 

Lastly,  and  most  importantly,  after  you've  written  your  article,  check  and  recheck  your  facts.  It's 
easy  to  make  dumb  mistakes.  It's  easy  to  screw  up  numbers,  dates,  and  name  spellings.  I  know 
this  all  too  well.  You'll  be  much  happier  with  the  final  product  if  it  is  clean  of  such  avoidable 
problems. 

Research  can  be  fun.  It  can  also  lead  you  to  a  better  appreciation  of  the  various  collectibles 
available.  Writing  a  story  on  them  and  sharing  your  knowledge  with  others  will  pay  off  in 
many  subtle  ways,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  pride  you'll  take  in  seeing  your  work  in  print. 

You  don't  have  to  be  the  best  writer  to  write  for  this  or  any  other  hobby  publication,  but  you  do 
have  to  start  somewhere.  Gather  all  of  your  books  together,  take  a  trip  the  library,  order  in  some 
old  newspaper  microfilms,  or  dig  deep  into  the  dusty  old  congressional  volumes  and  you'll  be 
on  your  way. 


BoG  Van  Ryzin 
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The  President's  Offi ce 

The  Coin  Guru  (Anthony  Swiatek)  sends  his  commemorative  greetings  to  all  of  you. 
For  this  issue,  he  will  take  a  little  time  off  for  some  important  work  on  a  future 
project.  From  what  we  hear,  he  will  try  to  keep  a  low  profile  until  the  project  is 
completed. 


Information  for  SUSCC  members:  Anthony  Swiatek  is  working  on  a  new  book! 


SUSCC  Membership  ns  of  2-22-04 


New  Members 


R-3047 

R-3048 

R-3049 

R-3050 

R-3051 

R-3052 

R-3053 

J-3004 


Manny  Acosta 
Darrin  Dayton 
Len  Ebersberger 
Dennis  Butler 
Kelly  Dixon 
John  Olsen 
Richard  Bottles,  Jr. 
Loren  Rhynard 


Resigned 

R-3014 

R-1405 

R-2341 


Dan  Sorkowitz 

Wallace  Dawson  “No  longer  collecting” 
Paul  Finck  “No  longer  collecting” 


Lost  Member  or  new  address?  Help  us  locate  him! 

R-3009  Peter  Gulotta  (Moved7) 


Thanks  for  the  donations!  © 

Jerry  &  Mary  Yahalom 
Ray  &  Janette  Mercer 
John  Case 
John  Zaumeyer 


SUSCC  Treasury 

Account  at  Downey  Savings  for  Society  for  U  S.  Commemorative  Coins 

1- 22-04  Monthly  Statement  $18,595.85 

2- 13-04  Latest  Deposit  Receipt  $19,  135.85 
Mary  Beedon 

SUSCC  Treasurer 
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Trail  Mix” 


Letters  and  e-mail  to  the  Editor  and  to  SUSCC! 


Editor's  Note: 

We  will  print  most  e-mail  messages! 

Our  e-mail  address  is:  beedontQiewIhllnkJlM 

Many  of  our  members  like  to  read  what  is  sent.  /Is  the  editor.  I 
look  forward  to  receiving  e-mail  from  our  members  and  even  from 
non-members.  I  also  think  it  is  a  very  good  outlet  for  those  who 
want  to  ask  questions,  or  even  have  something  to  say. 

E-mail  from  Dave  Goya 

Hi  Gary 

I  am  so  sorry  for  writing  to  you  so  late,  but  I  have  been  very  busy  with  work.  At  the  last  Long 
Beach  Show,  you  have  mentioned  to  me  that  you  might  have  some  old  copies  of  The 
Commemorative  Trail  in  your  files.  I  would  be  interested  in  purchasing  the  extra  copies  that 
you  might  have. 

I  also  have  a  question  of  the  Pan-Pac  set  that  is  being  offered  by  Benmark  Ventures.  The 
offering  price  is  243K  with  all  the  paperwork.  What  do  you  think  of  that  price.  All  the  pieces 
are  NGC  graded  MS65.  I  think  the  round  maybe  upgradeable  to  66.  There  is  a  significant 
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premium  over  grey  sheet.  1  his  is  set  number  14,  and  is  the  premium  worth  it7  Your  opinion 
would  be  greatly  appreciated. 


Reply  from:  Gary  Beedon 
To:  Dave  Goya 

I  he  prices  do  seem  to  be  a  bit  high,  like  you  say.  If  they  were  in  PCGS  holders,  1  would  feel 
better  about  it.  At  that  price  I  would  want  the  complete  set  including  the  copper  holder.  Make 
them  an  offer  and  see  what  they  sav.  Unfortunitely,  the  coin  market  is  strong,  which  makes  for 
firm  or  even  high  coin  prices. 

We  have  very  few  "smokey"  issues  and  copies  that  Helen  Carmody  had  that  did  not  get  burned 
in  the  fire.  The  entire  lot  is  a  small  stack  about  8  inches  high.  1  thought  there  were  more,  but 
there  was  a  bunch  of  common  magazines  in  with  them.  On  some  of  the  older  Hails,  one  of  the 
members  [Clark  Fogg]  has  volunteered  to  be  the  historian  and  offer  copies  to  the  members  at  a 
very  low  price. 

Regards, 

Gary  Beedon 


Reply  from:  Dave  Goya 
To:  Gary  Beedon 

Thanks  for  your  input.  Your  thoughts  were  very  similar  to  mine.  Let  me  know  when  the  older 
volumes  of  the  Trail  become  available.  I  would  like  to  purchase  them.  If  there  is  anything  I  can 
do  to  help,  please  let  me  know. 

Dave  Goya 


E-mail  from  Bruce  Talbot 

"Comment  on  Letter  to  the  Editor  exchange  with  Bob  Rudd” 

I've  been  a  member  of  SUSCC  for  several  years  now.  I  got  back  into  coin  collecting  about  6  years 
ago  after  a  long  hiatus  due  to  college,  kids,  etc.  The  usual  story  of  collecting  as  a  kid  and  then 
drifting  away  during  those  teen  years.  Commemorative  coins  drew  me  back  into  the 
hobbv.  I  didn't  even  know  such  things  existed  until  I  saw  (and  bought)  a  Stone  Mountain  and 
Columbia  Exposition  in  an  antique  shop.  After  getting  those  coins  I  got  some  books  so  I  could 
research  mv  new  acquisitions,  bought  some  more  coins,  joined  some  clubs,  and  attended  shows. 
I  consider  myself  a  true  coin  collector  now. 

1  read  every  issue  of  (  he  Commemorative  Trail  from  cover  to  cover  the  day  it  arrives.  Then  I 
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have  the  long  wait  until  the  next  issue  arrives,  unless  I  get  to  see  a  story  in  Coin  World  from  our 
club  president  or  one  of  the  staft  writers.  1  really  enjoy  reading  about  commems,  and  coins  in 
general. 

One  letter  exchange  in  the  Fall  2003  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  really  caught  my  eye 
and  got  me  thinking.  You  were  comparing  your  collection  status  with  Bob  Rudd,  a  new 
member  of  the  club.  Bob  may  be  new  to  the  club  but  a  seasoned  collector,  1  don't  really  know  his 
story. 

I  do  know  you  were  talking  about  commems  in  MS-64  and  even  to  MS-68,  and  talking  about  the 
rare  issues.  I  about  had  a  coronary!  Some  commems  in  MS-64  are  in  the  thousands  of  dollars  if 
I'm  reading  my  com  values  correctly.  I  appreciate  the  fact  that  collectors  have  a  wide  range  of 
collecting  budgets.  But  it  got  me  thinking  about  the  makeup  of  SUSCC.  I  would  say  that  I  am  on 
the  other  end  of  the  purchasing  power  spectrum.  I  have  mostly  AU  to  MS-64  like  yourself,  but  I 
don't  have  any  of  the  real  expensive  issues.  Only  this  year  was  I  able  to  consider  spending  $200 
for  a  coin  without  having  shortness  of  breath  and  the  shakes.  :-)  Trying  to  explain  a  purchase 
higher  than  that  to  my  wife  is  a  big  part  of  the  reaction.  So  I  wondered,  am  I  the  only  member  of 
the  club  collecting  commems  at  the  lower  end  of  the  spectrum  ($100-200  per  coin)?  Should  I 
really  be  a  member  of  this  club  if  I'm  not  building  a  choice  collection?  Do  I  need  several  more 
years  of  collecting  experience  before  being  part  of  a  specialty  club7 

So  Gary,  I  had  these  questions  and  I  thought  I  would  pass  them  along.  Do  we  have  any  feel  for 
the  makeup  of  our  membership?  Do  I  really  belong?  Maybe  an  informal  e-mail/ letter  poll 
would  help  us  figure  out  our  club  makeup,  if  we  don't  already  know.  Are  there  any  other 
newbies  out  there  like  myself7  Maybe  we  can  pose  some  questions  in  the  next  issue  and 
flood  you  with  letters! 

Bruce  Talbott  R-2363 


Reply  from:  Gary  Beedon 
To:  Bruce  Talbot 

Hi  Bruce, 

Thanks  for  the  e-mail!  You  have  raised  a  few  good  questions,  which  I  will  try  to  answer  or  give 
my  brief  opinion  on  each. 

Q:  "Should  I  really  be  a  member  of  this  club  if  I'm  not  building  a  choice  collection? 

A:  Very  few  are  going  after  the  top  coins.  Maybe  less  than  10  percent  of  our  members. 

Q:  Do  I  need  several  more  years  of  collecting  experience  before  being  part  of  a  specialty  club? 
A:  If  vou  are  interested,  then  you  belong.  Additional  experience  always  follows!  I  am  a  long¬ 
time  member  of  the  Bust  Half  Nut  Club  (BHNC).  Over  the  years,  I  have  learned  much  as  a 
member.  You  will  always  learn  something  that  will  help  you  later. 

Q:  Do  we  have  any  feel  for  the  makeup  of  our  membership? 


A  Some  collect  old  commemoratives,  while  some  collect  the  modern  corns;  some  collect  both. 
Some  do  not  collect,  but  have  an  interest.  Lastly,  some  collect  the  "Commemorabilia"  or 
advertising,  letters  and  packaging,  etc. 


Q:  Do  I  reallv  belong? 

A:  1  think  so,  Bruce,  as  you  do  ask  the  right  questions. 

Keep  in  mind  that  the  answers  are  mv  own  and  may  or  may  not  be  correct.  Hopefully,  your 
questions  and  mv  answers  will  result  in  a  response  from  our  members. 

We  will  run  your  e-mail  message  in  the  next  issue  of  "The  Commemorative  Trail"  and  see  who 
responds. 

Regards, 

Garv  Beedon 


Reply  from:  Bruce  Talbot 
To:  Gary  Beedon 

Thanks  for  your  response.  I  guess  if  a  person  is  interested  enough  to  join,  then  they  belong. 
Thanks  for  the  affirmation! 

One  thing  newer  members  like  me  may  not  know  is  the  process  of  researching  an  article  for 
Commemorative  Trails.  Seems  like  we  are  in  need  of  material,  and  the  more  people  that 
contribute  the  more  you  would  have  to  choose  from.  But  like  myself,  there  may  be  others  out 
there  that  don't  know  how  to  begin.  I  imagine  someone  doing  their  first  article  could  pick  a 
favorite  commem,  read  the  existing  books  from  Swiatek,  Bowers,  Breen,  Ganz,  etc,  and  present 
their  spin  on  the  information.  But  there  may  be  other  sources  of  info  that  could  be  used  that 
aren't  familiar  to  the  readers.  Maybe  one  of  the  seasoned  writers  could  write  an  article  on  how 
to  research  and  write  a  piece. 

Another  thing  that  might  prove  interesting  is  an  article  on  the  current  state  of  the  commem 
market.  I  know  some  of  our  members  are  professional  dealers  and  make  a  living  off 
knowing/ writing  about  that  info,  so  mavbe  it  is  a  touchy  subject.  I  guess  I  wasn't  interested  in 
investment  info  though.  I  know  that  mfo  is  available  from  professionals,  publications  (Coin 
World,  Numismatic  News,  etc).  I'm  thinking  more  along  the  lines  of  "personal  observation". 
Here's  an  example  of  what  I  was  thinking.  I  buy  a  portion  of  my  collection  from  E-bay.  One 
reason  is  I  don’t  have  many  dealers  in  the  near  vicinity  of  where  I  live,  and  certainly  none  that 
do  business  in  commems.  So  I  can  pick  up  some  pieces  at  com  shows  during  the  course  of  the 
year,  but  I  sometimes  can't  wait  for  a  piece  or  haven't  seen  one  at  local  shows  for  awhile,  so  1 
look  for  it  on  E-bay.  I've  noticed  recently  quite  a  number  of  Pan  Pac  halves  coming  on  the 
market.  I  know  alot  of  material  is  being  pulled  into  the  market  because  of  climbing  prices,  but 
there  seems  to  be  an  inordinate  number  of  Pan  Pacs  coming  up  given  the  drought  of  the 
previous  years.  Is  it  because  prices  have  climbed  to  the  point  where  they  can  now  make  a  profit 
on  their  piece,  more  old  time  collections  coming  on  the  market,  or  what?  Seems  like  the 
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occurrence  of  Norse  medals  is  also  on  the  rise.  No  scientific  observation,  no  auction  watching, 
just  an  opinion  based  on  viewing  E-bay. 


Loved  the  articles  in  the  last  Trails  on  the  Columbia  Exposition  and  your  piece  on  Sir  Walter 
Ralegh.  Helps  being  history  alive,  which  is  the  great  part  of  collecting.  Keep  up  the  good  work' 


Reply  from:  Gary  Beedon 
To:  Bruce  Talbot 

Hi  Bruce, 

Since  your  last  E-mail,  I  forwarded  part  of  it  to  our  association  VP,  Bob  Van  Ryzin.  As  you 
probably  know,  he  is  the  current  editor  of  Corns  Mngnzme.  His  VP  message  addresses  your 
question  on  researching  an  article,  etc. 

Regards, 

Gary  Beedon 


E-mail  from  Steven  Bieda 

"Martha  Washington  Trial  Piece  used  for  Commemorative  Dollar  Test" 

Lately  there  has  been  a  number  of  articles  in  the  numismatic  press  concerning  newly  discovered 
Martha  Washington  "patterns"  that  have  found  their  way  to  market. 

The  Martha  Washington  design  has  been  used  over  the  years  by  the  Mint  to  test  new 
innovations  such  as  the  transition  from  90  percent  silver  coinage  to  clad,  as  well  as  metals  for 
the  new  smaller  dollar  corn.  I  personally  saw  an  example  of  a  Martha  Washington  pattern 
design  used  at  the  U.S.  Mint  in  Philadelphia  on  a  silver  dollar  sized  planchet  to  test  edge 
lettering  for  the  1992  Olympic  Dollar,  and  to  my  knowledge,  this  has  been  the  only  time  the 
Mint  used  this  particular  design  on  test  pieces  for  an  intended  commemorative  coin. 

John  Mercanti  of  the  U.S.  Mint  showed  me  the  piece  on  my  first  visit  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in 
September  1991  after  my  design  was  selected  for  the  reverse  of  the  1992  Olympic  Half  Dollar. 

The  experimental  piece  was  struck  in  silver,  and  was  of  proof  manufacture.  The  edge  lettering 
was  similar  to  the  actual  edge  lettering  used  on  the  1992  uncirculated  Olympic  Dollar,  carrying 
the  phrase  "XXV  OLYMPIAD"  impressed  four  times  around  the  edge,  alternately  inverted  on  a 
reeded  background.  The  Martha  Washington  design  was  used  prior  to  the  selection  and 
unveiling  of  the  1992  Olympic  coin  designs  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the  use  of  this  design  for 
the  1992  Olympic  trial  shakes  was  ever  reported  in  the  numismatic  press. 

As  I  recall,  the  Mint  originally  planned  on  issuing  both  the  proof  and  uncirculated  versions  of 
the  1992  Olympic  Dollar  (designed  by  John  Deecken  and  the  late  Marcel  Jovine)  with  edge 
lettering.  As  would  later  be  reported  in  the  press,  the  Mint  had  a  higher  than  acceptable  failure 
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rate  with  the  proof  strikes,  and  thus  opted  for  using  edge  lettering  on  the  uncirculated  versions 
only.  1  he  1992  Olympic  Dollar  would  be  the  first  and  only  time  edge  lettering  would  be  used  on 
a  modern  commemorative  dollar. 


Sincerely, 
Steven  Bieda 


E-mail  from  Rollie  Firmer 

Need  Help  finding  published  article  ! 

GARY . Maybe  I  can  "lean"  on  you  to  help  me  find  something  which.  I'm  told,  was 

published  in  your  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  publication  back  in  1996.  Am  looking  for  an 
article  about  the  1925  NORSE- AMERICAN  CENTENNIAL  MEDAL,  supposedly  published 
in  the  Fall  and  Winter,  1996,  issues  (Vol.  14,  No.  1  &  2).  The  author  may  have  been  Frank 
Du  Vail. 

I'm  assuming  you  are  still  the  Editor  of  Comm.  Trail  and  probably  have  past  issues  in  your 
own  library,  if  not  left  over  conies. 

If  you  have  extra  copies  of  the  issues  in  question,  send  them  to  me  at  PO  Box  296,  Iola,  WI 
54945.  I'll  even  pay!  Or  if  scanning  and  e-mailing  is  easier,  you  can  reach  me  at 
rfinner^a  thenet.net. 

Will  appreciate  any  help  you  can  offer. 

And,  by  the  way,  DON'T  waste  your  energy  bringing  anything  for  me  to  the  Long  Beach  show 
next  week.  Patti  and  I  will  NOT  be  there.  Gillio  is  on  a  cost-cutting  kick  and,  as  of  a  couple  of 
months  ago,  we  have  been  dropped  from  his  staff.  I'm  sure  we'll  survive  without  the  few  extra 
dollars  coming  in,  but  we  will  miss  getting  together  with  the  gang  there. 

Best  regards, 

Rollie 


Reply  from:  Gary  Beedon 
To:  Rollie  Firmer 

Yes,  I  am  still  the  Editor  and  Secretary  of  the  journal.  We  sure  can  use  anything  on 
commemoratives,  even  if  reprints. 

What  I  have  in  journals  amounts  to  a  small  stack  about  a  foot  high.  Most  bit  the  dust  in  the  fire 
at  Helen's  place  in  Huntington  Beach.  A  few  of  them  are  a  bit  smokey! 

You  are  lucky  as  I  happen  to  have  the  Fall/Winter  1996  copy,  one  that  I  picked  up  at  a  freebe 
table  at  a  coin  show.  I  will  try  my  new  scanner  on  the  article  and  send  it  to  you  via  e-mail. 
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Regards,  Gary  Beedon 

Editors  Note:  If  anyone  has  a  extra  copy,  you  may  want  to  sell  it  to  Rollie.  Ask  $20  000  000 
Turkish  Lira. 

E-mail  from  Gary  Beedon 

To:  Clark  Fogg 

Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  ...  back  issues  located! 

\\  c  aie  in  luck,  as  one  member  has  an  almost  full  set  of  Trails,  except  the  first  three  issues.  He 
has  offeied  to  send  them  to  a  member  at  his  expense.  Wallace  has  given  up  collecting  coins. 

\\  hat  do  think?  Do  you  want  to  contact  him  and  have  them  sent  to  you?  Could  this  be  the  start 
of  the  master  set  for  the  SUSCC  Library  Historian? 

J 

Regards,  Gary  Beedon 


Reply  from:  Clark  Fogg 
To:  Gary  Beedon 

Hello  Gary, 

That  sounds  wonderful.  In  fact,  I  will  personally  pay  for  the  shipping  cost  to  get  this  program 
going.  My  goal  is  to  scan  every  issue,  and  provide  a  CD  or  even  a  DVD  to  the  membership.  I 
will  contact  him  and  have  them  shipped  to  me  here  at  work.  Is  it  possible  to  publish  in  one 
of  the  issues  of  the  Trail,  that  we  are  currently  looking  for  the  first  year  of  issue.  I  believe  that 
the  first  year  of  issue  was  very  small  and  consisted  of  a  few  stapled  pages  per  issue. 

Thank  you  for  the  information.  I  will  call  Mr.  Dawson  today. 

Clark 


Free  Membership  in  the 
Society  for  U.S .  Commemorative 

Coins? 

All  you  need  to  do  is  write  a  4-page*  or  larger  original  article  on  U.S.  Commemoratives  for 
The  Commemorative  Trail.  We  will  credit  members  $5  per  page*  (as  printed  in  the  journal)  up 
to  $20  membership  credit  per  person  per  year.  Short  articles  are  also  welcome! 
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The  Oregon  Trail 
Memorial  Association 

in 

New  York  City 


by  John  Merz 


Although  twenty  thousand  people  lost  their  lives  along  the  two  thousand  miles  of  The 
Oregon  Trail,  Ezra  Meeker  was  not  one  of  them.  He  crossed  the  trail  three  times  in  his  ox  drawn 
wagon  when  he  was  twenty-two,  seventy-six,  and  eighty. 

Settlers  first  began  following  the  full  length  of  the  bail  around  1840,  and  much  larger 
migrations  were  sparked  by  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California  in  1849.  When  Ezra  Meeker  left 
his  Iowa  farm  in  1852  with  his  wife  and  child,  he  eventually  settled  in  Washington  State  where 
he  lived  and  worked  as  a  farmer  for  fifty  years.  Many  authors  (see  sources  at  end)  have 
documented  Meeker's  adventures  on  the  Oregon  Trail.  What  makes  his  adventure  remarkable  is 
his  dedication  to  commemorating  and  marking  the  bail. 

In  1906,  at  the  age  of  76,  he  traveled  the  Trail  in  reverse,  setbng  stones  to  mark  the  historic 
route  and  to  remember  all  those  who  died  by  the  side  of  the  Trail.  In  1907,  after  he  had  arrived 
in  the  East,  he  met  with  President  Teddv  Roosevelt  to  gam  support  for  federal  assistance  to 
continue  the  work  of  commemorahng  events  on  the  Oregon  Trail. 

Eventually,  in  1926,  Meeker  became  president  of  the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Association  with 
an  office  in  New  York  City.  He  was  commissioned  to  disbibute  Oregon  Trail  half-dollars  to 
raise  money  for  the  Trail's  historic  markers. 

The  Oregon  coin  holders  now  in  my  collechon  were  used  to  disbibute  the  half  dollars  to 
collectors.  The  coin  holders  indicate  that  the  Associahon  moved  from  one  address  to  another  in 
New  York  with  some  regularity.  Four  different  addresses  are  shown  on  the  holders,  and  my 
investigation  uncovered  one  more  address  for  which  I  do  not  have  a  holder  (if  any  exist). 

I  visited  the  Humanities  and  Social  Sciences  Library  at  5th  Avenue  and  42nd  Street  (a  branch 
of  The  New  York  City  Library)  where  old  Manhattan  telephone  directories  are  archived  on 
microfilm.  1  was  able  to  follow  the  locations  (and  old  telephone  numbers)  of  the  Oregon  Trail 
Memorial  Association  with  good  correlation  to  the  coin  holders  in  my  collechon.  I  thought  it 
would  be  interesting  to  visit  those  addresses  today  to  see  what  the  buildings  look  like  in  2003. 

1  he  photographic  journey  follows. 

According  to  the  Manhattan  telephone  directory,  the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Association 
began  business  in  New  York  City  in  1926  at  an  office  at  18  Old  Slip.  This  location  is  adjacent  to 


the  Wall  Street  district  and  abuts  the  East  River.  Clearly,  the  location  had  been  used  in  the  past 
as  a  boat  slip.  The  Manhattan  telephone  directory  lists  the  Association  at  that  address  for  the 
summer  and  fall  of  1926,  but  I  have  never  seen  an  Oregon  coin  holder  with  the  Old  Slip  address 
on  it.  The  number  "18"  address  no  longer  exists,  having  been  supplanted  by  a  new  building 
numbered  "32",  and  identified  as  "Financial  Square."  See  Photo  #1. 


Photo  #  1 


There  is  a  gap  in  the  telephone  directory  for  about  a  year,  from  late  1926  to  late  1927,  where 
no  listing  is  shown  for  the  association.  The  late  1927  directory  then  picks  up  the  association 
address  again  at  95  Madison  A  venue.  The  com  holder  shown  in  Photo  #2  carries  an  address  of 
4  East  28th  Sheet,  which  has  been  crossed  out  and  corrected  to  95  Madison  Avenue. 


Photo#2 


i- 


OREGON  TRAIL 

M  EE  ^  EH  -  P  m 


M  i M  0  R I A  L  AeA  O' C 1 A 


4  i§  mm  > 
M&w  Viifk  tJty 


•>  y  •>£  <•;  r  :  i<:> .  >  :J>*>v,s‘  *  •>  :■>  «  >'  x >.  >.  W  ••  >;• 


13 


It  appears  as  it,  after  leaving  18  Old  Slip,  the  Association  took  up  temporary  residence  at  4  E. 
28th,  and  was  thinking  of  sending  out  the  first  of  the  Oregon  Trail  half-dollars  in  coin  holders 
printed  with  that  address.  As  shown,  this  early  Oregon  coin  holder  identifies  Ezra  Meeker  as 
president  of  the  Association.  Photo  #3  shows  that  today,  the  4  E.  28th  Street  address  is  a  hotel, 
and  possibly  it  was,  also,  in  1927,  hence  the  lack  of  a  phone  listing  for  the  Association. 

Photo#3 


The  next  location  of  the  Association,  95  Madison  A  venue,  is  situated  more  or  less  around  the 
comer  from  4  E.  28th  St,  and  the  Association  took  up  residence  there,  as  stated  in  1927.  Photo  #4 
shows  the  95  Madison  Avenue  address  as  it  looks  today,  and  Photo  #5  shows  a  com  holder 
printed  with  the  95  Madison  Avenue  address.  At  this  time,  Guthrie  Y.  Barber  was  added  to  the 
coin  holder  as  Treasurer  of  the  Association. 

Ezra  Meeker  died  in  1928,  at  the  age  of  98,  but  the  Association  carried  on,  possibly  under  the 
direction  of  Perry  Driggs,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Association,  whose  initials  (PD)  are  shown 
on  the  coin  order  acknowledgement  form  of  Photo  #6. 

The  Association  continued  at  the  95  Madison  Avenue  address  until  the  summer  of  1931,  after 
which  it  dropped  out  of  the  Manhattan  telephone  directory.  These  were  the  days  when  sales  of 
the  Oregon  coins  were  sluggish.  The  1928  corns  were  not  selling.  (Eventually,  many  of  the  1926- 
S  coins  were  melted,  and  the  1928's  were  not  distributed  until  1933). 
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Photo  #4 


Photo  #5 


EZRA  MEEKER 

President 


OREGON  TRAIL 
MEMORIAL  ASSOCIATION, 

95  Madison  Avenue 

New  York  City 


Inc. 

GUTHRIE  Y.  BARBER 
Treasurer 


f AT#NT  NO.  7»»07«  JOL5  »r  ALAN  L.  «ac ICMS  NSW  YOKK. 


15 


Photo  #6 
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In  order  to  stimulate  sales,  the  advertisement  and  distribution  of  the  Oregon  coins  was 
delegated  to  an  experienced  numismatist,  Wayte  Raymond,  who  worked  for  Scott  Stamp  and 
Com  Co.  in  New  York.  About  the  same  time,  the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Association  moved  to 
Queens,  in  the  town  of  Bayside,  and  apparently  was  continuing  to  fill  orders  for  coins  from  that 
location,  while  Wayte  Raymond  at  Scott  was  pushing  the  coins  from  Manhattan.  Photo  #7 
shows  a  coin  holder  from  the  Bayside  location.  Of  course,  Ezra  Meeker's  name  is  no  longer  on  it. 


Photo  #7 


OREGON  TRAIL  MEMORIAL  ASSOCIATION,  Inc, 
4828.217th  Street,  BAYSIDE,  LONG  ISLAND,  NEW  YORK, 

<;ARCI  -  SOU)  BY  ./©HU  H .  R«<S8»*  YCtt*, 


The  arrangement  with  Wayte  Raymond  continued  through  1936,  handling  the  Oregon  coins 
minted  in  1933,1934  and  1936.  By  the  summer  of  1937,  the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Association 
had  moved  back  to  Manhattan,  and  located  itself  at  1775  Broadway.  Photo  #8  shows  the 
Broadway  address,  which  houses  Newsweek  magazine  and  near  Columbus  Circle  and  the 
Lincoln  Center.  Photo  #9  shows  an  Oregon  coin  holder  with  the  1775  Broadway  address. 
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Photo  #8  [Dark] 


Photo#9 


OREGON  TRAIL  MEMORIAL  ASSOCIATION,  Inc. 

1775  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  NEW  YORK. 

patented  Caro  -  socb  sv  jonn  h.  saaitRs.  new  York 
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I  he  Association  resumed  its  former  role  as  sole  distributor  of  the  Oregon  coins,  and  handled 
the  sale  of  the  1937-D  coin  and  the  1938  and  1939  PDS  sets.  This  marked  the  end  of  the  Oregon 
series,  with  total  sales  of  a  little  more  than  200,000  coins  over  a  period  of  14  years,  compared  to 
a  Congressional  authorization  of  6  million  coins. 

I  he  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Association  apparently  continued  m  business  until  1950,  with  the 
Manhattan  telephone  directory  carrying  its  name,  address  and  phone  number  (Circle  7-4337) 
until  finally  showing  no  entry  in  1951.  Presumably,  there  were  loose  ends  to  clean  up,  and 
miscellaneous  coins  to  be  sold.  So  the  Association  continued  to  pay  rent  in  Manhattan  for  11 
years  after  the  last  coin  was  minted.  Surely,  Ezra  Meeker's  dream  of  suitably  memorializing  the 
Oregon  Trail  was  never  fulfilled  by  the  proceeds  of  Oregon  coin  sales!  But  we,  collectors,  are  left 
with  a  beautiful  and  artistically  popular  commemorative  coin. 

Epilogue:  A  successor  organization  called  the  Oregon-California  Trails  Association  was 
formed  in  1982,  and  is  active  today  in  marking  and  preserving  many  of  the  pioneer  trails  in  the 
West,  including  the  Oregon  Trail. 

Sources: 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  Q  David  Bowers,  1991 

"Ezra  Meeker  and  the  Oregon  Trail  Commemorative,"  Will  Rossman,  The  Numismatist,  August 
1998. 

"Struggling  West:  Oregon  Trail  Half-Dollar  Testament  to  Pioneers,"  Paul  Gilkes,  Coin  World, 
June  30,  2003. 

"Oregon  Trail  Half-Dollar,"  Bob  Van  Ryzin,  The  Commemorative  Trail ,  Summer/Fall  2002,  Vol. 
19,  No.  4. 
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LAFAYETTE 

DOLLAR 

Varieties 

(Revisited) 

by  John  Merz 


Clearly,  variety  I  A  is  the  "stopper,"  appearing 
infrequently  and  comprising  2%  of  the  Lafayette 
population.  Varieties  IB  and  2C  are  common,  both 
together  comprising  over  90%  of  the  Lafayette 
population.  Variety  3D  with  6%  of  the  population  is 
interestingly  scarce. 


Isn't  it  nice  to  know  how  scarce  is  "scarce,"  and  how  common  is  "common"7  That's  what  I  will 
reveal  about  Lafayette  Dollar  varieties. 

But  first,  some  background  is  needed  because  other  authors  have  written  on  the  same  subject. 
The  earliest  literature  reference  that  I  found,  which  mentioned  the  existence  of  different 
varieties  of  Lafayette  Dollars,  was  an  article  by  George  H.  Clapp,  published  in  the  November 
1934  issue  of  The  Com  Collector's  Journal.  Therein,  Clapp  described  a  collaboration  with 
Howland  Wood  beginning  in  1925,  culminating  in  Clapp's  1934  article  identifying  four 
varieties,  or  die  marriages,  of  the  Lafayette  Dollar. 

Clapp  and  Wood  assigned  numbers  to  the  obverse  dies  (of  which  there  are  three),  and  letters 
to  the  reverse  dies  (of  which  there  are  four).  The  number  1  obverse  die  was  used  with  two 
different  reverse  dies,  resulting  in  die  marriages  (or  varieties)  as  follows:  1A,  IB,  2C,  and  3D.  In 
1981,  the  Swiatek-Breen  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  and  Gold  Commemorative  Coins  claimed  the 
existence  of  a  fifth  variety,  a  1C  die  marriage.  I  have  never  seen  one,  and  no  one  else  has  as  far 
as  I  know,  so  for  the  purpose  of  this  discussion,  I  will  call  that  variety  non-collectible. 

In  1991,  Frank  DuVall  authored  an  article  in  The  Commemorative  Trad  (Vol.  7,  #2)  and 
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contributed  a  section  on  Lafayette  Dollars  to  the  Highfill  Comprehensive  Silver  Dollar 
tncy elope dia  DuVall  provided  specific  information  on  die  identification.  He  claimed  the 
existence  of  a  sixth  Lafayette  variety  made  up  of  a  new  (number  4)  obverse  and  a  new  (letter  E) 
reverse.  1  his  coin,  and  other  Lafayette  varieties,  was  displayed  at  an  ANA  convention  in 
Orlando  in  1992.  Frank  told  me  that  the  coin  has  been  authenticated  and  encapsulated  by 
AN  ACS.  I  have  not  seen  that  com,  nor  any  other  from  the  same  dies,  and  once  again,  for  the 
purpose  of  this  article,  I  will  call  it  a  non-collectible.  This  leaves  us  with  four  collectible  varieties 
of  Lafayette  Dollars. 

In  1993,  Swiatek  authored  the  book,  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  Identification  and 
Price  Guide,  in  which  he  changed  the  original  Clapp- Wood  numbering  and  lettering  system  for 
Lafayette  varieties.  The  numismatic  community,  however,  seems  to  be  sticking  with  the  original 
scheme.  Today,  Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions  identifies  its  Lafayette  Dollars  by  "DuVall" 
numbers,  and  authentication/ grading  services,  such  as  ANACS,  will  place  variety  designations 
for  Lafayette  Dollars  on  their  holders  consistent  with  the  Clapp- Wood  and  the  DuVall 
numbering/ lettering  system. 

None  of  the  prior  reference  information  on  Lafayette  Dollar  varieties  has  been  numerically 
specific  as  to  the  relative  scarcities  (or  populations)  of  the  four  different  varieties.  In  all  previous 
cases  the  attempt  to  differentiate  the  scarcities  has  been  adjectival,  rather  than  specific 
percentages,  and  was  inaccurate  in  many  cases.  The  reason  for  this,  I'm  sure,  is  that  all  Lafayette 
Dollars  are  relatively  scarce  and  expensive,  and  it  would  have  been  financially  prohibitive  for 
anvone  to  own  250  or  500  Lafavette  Dollars  to  get  a  statistically  valid  comparison  of  scarcities. 

This  situation  has  changed  dramatically  in  the  last  couple  of  years  because  of  the 
development  and  widespread  use  of  the  Internet.  My  data  base  for  this  article  is  comprised  of 
over  500  coins,  and  I  actuallv  possess  very  few  of  them.  All  of  the  others  have  been  seen  by  me 
because  of  excellent  photographs  available  on  the  Internet  and  contained  m  auction  archives,  in 
current  auction  catalogs,  on  EBA  Y,  and  on  dealer  web  sites.  My  records  have  been  collected 
over  a  period  of  a  year,  and  go  back  about  two  and  a  half  years. 

To  facilitate  easy  identification  of  die  varieties,  I  studied  the  coins  in  my  collection  to  come  up 
with  some  new  pick-up  points,  that  is,  the  die  markers  that  allow  differentiation  of  one  die  from 
another.  Earlier  Lafayette  researchers,  such  as  Swiatek  and  DuVall  have  shown  other  ways  of 
identifving  the  different  dies,  but  their  pick-up  points  sometimes  require  the  observer  to  see 
whether  or  not  a  particular  letter  in  an  inscription  on  the  coin  is  re-cut  or  doubled.  My  new 
pick-up  points  make  die  identification  easier  when  working  from  a  photograph  on  a  computer 
screen. 

1  am  including  close-up  photos  of  the  new  pick-up  points  in  this  article  so  that  in  many  cases 
and  with  a  little  practice,  variety  identification  can  be  made  with  the  naked  eve.  Five-power 
magnification  makes  it  easy.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  Internet  photos,  can  be  magnified. 

The  only  difficult  problem  for  most  people  will  be  to  differentiate  between  Obverse  1  and 
Obverse  2;  therefore,  many  of  my  photos  will  focus  on  that  procedure.  Obverse  3  identification 
is  easy  and  obvious.  All  four  of  the  reverses  can  be  easilv  identified. 
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Obverse  1:  Left  Leg  of  M  a  little  bit  raised  in  relation  to  right  leg  of  A 


Obverse  2:  Left  leg  of  M  on  even  plane  with  right  leg  of  A 
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Obverse  1:  AT  a  little  bit  raised  relative  to  T  and  E 


Obverse  2:  A  obviously  raised  relative  to  T  and  T 


99 


Obverse  1: 1  of  UNITED  points  directly  to  denticle. 


Obverse  2: 1  of  UNITED  points  directly  between  denticles. 
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Obverse  1:  Tip  of  Lafayette  bust  close  to  first  L  of  DOLLAR. 


Obverse  2:  Tip  of  Lafayette  bust  away  from  first  L  of  DOLLAR 
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Obverse  3:  Dot  between  OF  and  AMERICA  obviously  closer  to  A  than  to  F 


That’s  all  you  need  to  know. 
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Reverse  A:  Tip  of  lowest  leaf  in  palm  branch  is  over  1  of  1900  Fourteen  Leaves. 

Confirm  to  see  that  the  top  of  B  is  below  top  of  Y  in  BY 
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Reverse  B:  Tip  of  lowest  leaf  in  palm  branch  is  over  the  space  between  1  and  9  of  1900 
Fourteen  Leaves. 
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Reverse  C:  Tip  of  lowest  leaf  in  palm  branch  is  over  9  of  1900 

Lower  leaves  lie  flat  against  the  stem.  Fourteen  Leaves. 


Reverse  D:  Tip  of  lowest  leaf  in  palm  branch  is  over  9  of  1900 

Lower  leaves  spread  apart  from  the  stem.  Fourteen  Leaves. 
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Die  marriages  are  as  follows: 


Obverse  1  is  paired  with  Reverse  A  and  B 
Obverse  2  is  paired  with  Reverse  C 
Obverse  3  is  paired  with  Reverse  D 

Based  on  my  examination  of  501  coins,  or  photographs  of  coins,  I  have  found  the  scarcity  of 
the  four  collectible  Lafavette  varieties  to  be  as  follows: 


1A 

10/501 

2.0% 

IB 

265/501 

52.9% 

2C 

196/501 

39.1% 

3D 

30/501 

6.0% 

Clearly,  variety  1A  is  the  "stopper,"  appearing  infrequently  and  comprising  2%  of  the 
Lafayette  population.  Varieties  IB  and  2C  are  common,  both  together  comprising  over  90%  of 
the  Lafayette  population.  Variety  3D  with  6%  of  the  population  is  interestingly  scarce. 

In  examining  photographs  of  Lafayettes  on  the  Internet,  I  tried,  as  much  as  possible,  to  avoid 
counting  a  coin  that  I  had  seen  before.  I  weeded  out  some  coins,  but  I'm  sure  not  all,  of  the 
multiple  sales  of  the  same  coin.  I  think  that  whatever  duplication  I  experienced  would  tend  to 
inflate  the  population  figures  for  the  common  coins,  but  probably  not  to  any  great  degree. 

I  would  like  to  speculate  on  the  manufacturing  scene  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  on  December 
14th_  1899,  the  day  when  all  50,026  of  the  Lafayette  Dollars  were  struck.  Historical  records  (see 
Tom  Culhane  article  in  The  Commemorative  Trail,  Fall  1988)  suggest  that  the  total  run  of  Lafayette 
Dollars  was  done  on  one  press  over  a  period  of  ten  hours.  Frank  DuVall's  response  to  the 
Culhane  article  (The  Commemorative  Trail ,  Winter  1989)  questions  the  one  press  theory  and 
speculates  that  several  presses  may  have  been  used. 

In  a  recent  article  in  Coin  World.  Anthony  Swiatek  agrees  that  several  presses  were  probably 
used.  I  agree  with  the  multiple  press  theory,  and  my  guess  is  that  two,  and  maybe  three,  presses 
were  in  service.  It  would  seem  logical  that  one  press  would  be  fitted  with  a  IB  die  pair,  and 
another  with  a  2C  die  pair;  these  two  presses  then  produced  a  majority  of  the  Lafayette  Dollars. 

The  1981  Breen-Swiatek  Encyclopedia  states  that  reverse  B  eventually  showed  a  die  crack 
through  the  legend.  If  that  die  broke,  it  may  have  been  replaced  by  reverse  A  for  the  short 
remainder  of  the  production  run,  and  this  is  consistent  with  today's  small  population  of  1A 
coins.  A  similar  situation  could  have  occurred  with  the  2C  die  pair  on  the  second  press,  being 
replaced  by  a  3D  die  pair,  or  possibly  a  third  press  could  have  been  activated  for  the  production 
of  3D  coins.  Well  never  know  for  sure,  but  it's  interesting  to  guess.  A  complicating  factor  is  that 
14,000  Lafayette  Dollars  were  melted  by  the  Mint  in  the  1940's,  and  we  don't  know  which 
varieties  were  represented. 

It  would  enhance  any  commemorative  collection,  in  my  opinion.  To  include  the  four  coin 
variety  set  of  Lafayette  dollars.  A  nice  AU  Lafayette  dollar  can  be  bought  these  days  for  $300  - 
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$400.  Also,  at  the  moment,  there  is  no  premium  attached  to  the  scarce  1A  and  3D  varieties.  Some 
vigilance  will  be  needed  to  snag  a  1A,  but  the  satisfaction  is  great  in  having  done  it. 

1  would  encourage  everyone  who  reads  this  to  begin  looking  carefully  at  the  Lafayette  Dollar 
varieties.  Frank  DuYall  and  Anthony  Swiatek  have  done  so  in  the  past,  and  each  has  reported 
the  discoverv  of  a  new  variety.  (Could  these  be  the  only  two  of  those  varieties  to  have  escaped 
the  melting  pot7)  As  far  as  I  know,  there  have  been  no  other  sightings  of  these  two  new 
varieties.  It  would  be  reassuring  and  encouraging  if  more  examples  were  found,  but  it  takes 
many  eyes  looking.  Variety  collecting  is  an  avrid  pursuit  among  those  who  specialize,  for 
example,  in  large  cents  and  bust  half  dollars.  The  Lafayette  dollar  gives  us  a  venue  to  do  this  in 
the  commemorative  series. 


A  Free  Membership  in  SUSCC? 

All  you  need  to  do  is  write  a  4-page*  or  larger  original  article  on  U.S. 
Commemoratives  for  The  Commemorative  Trail.  We  will  credit  members  $5  per 
page*  (as  printed  in  the  journal)  up  to  $20  membership  credit  per  person  per  year. 
Short  articles  are  also  welcome 


TALKING  COMMeMOFATIVES 


1  Have  a  terrible 
headache! 
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BEWARE  RAW  "BARGAINS" 

Especially  For 
Your  Numismatic  Protection! 


By  Anthony  Swiatek 

Over  the  last  16  years,  I  have 
continually  observed  ads  in 
various  trade  publications  offering  "raw" 
Brilliant  Uncirculated  (BU)  commemorative 
coins,  or  About  Uncirculated  (AU) 
commemorative  coins.  Prices  ranged  from 
$100  to  $40,000+.  The  term  "raw"  means 
these  items  are  not  permanently  slabbed  or 
encapsulated  by  a  major  third-party 
grading  service,  such  as  NGC  or  PCGS.  (I 
only  sell  coinage  in  these  holders  to  offer 
the  buyer  a  grading  protection  and  best 
value,  based  on  compared  past  performance 
with  other  services.  Indicated  is  the 
commemorative  coin's  grade  shown  on  the 
enclosed  sealed  insert.  It  also  attests  to  my 
agreement  with  that  grade  and  the  coin's 
genuineness.  Upon  inspection  of  most  such 
raw  purchases  by  the  unknowledgeable, 
either  via  the  mail,  collection  appraisal  or  at 
coin  conventions,  the  end  result  in  most 
cases  is  the  same.  Their  coins  were  over¬ 
graded!  Dealers  at  various  shows  have 
shown  me  similar  material,  in  total 
disbelief!  Should  the  buyer  be  fortunate 
enough  to  cross  paths  with  an  honest 
knowledgeable  dealer,  while  the  coin  was 
sent  during  the  approval  period,  he  or  she 
can  be  made  aware  of  the  problem. 

Whenever  an  observation  is  made  for  a 
commemorative  coin  offered  at  $499.00  or 
$7,995  or  more,  and  it  not  slabbed  by  a 
major  grading  service  as  NGC  or  PCGS,  I 
exclaim  "why  not?"  A  figurative  red  flag 


pops  up  immediately.  Here's  why.  Let's  use 
the  1847-P  $2-1/2  Liberty  (Coronet)  quarter 
eagle  gold  piece  as  an  example.  The  ad 
informed  the  potential  buyer  that  this  "raw" 
coin  was  Brilliant  Uncirculated  (BU)  at 
$3,995.  Price  was  in  line  with  retail  price 
guides.  Unfortunately,  when  examined,  this 
coin  was  "doctored"  to  hide  its  slight 
definite  wear  on  its  high  point  or  first 
area(s)  to  indicate  a  metal  loss  and  several 
digs  or  marks.  The  term  BU  now  means 
Been  Used! 

If  the  piece  could  be  rated  undoctored 
AU-58,  it  would  be  valued  at  an 
approximate  $2,500  retail.  Not  a  bad  profit 
for  this  seller.  Deplorably,  a  doctored  AU-58 
piece  is  worth  less.  How  much  less?  Try 
$1,950.  Now  that's  a  nice  profit  for  this  seller 
and  a  real  downer  for  the  buyer,  who  will 
eventually  and  sadly  discover  what  the 
issue  is  worth  — and  may  leave  the  coin 
collecting  hobby  for  good. 

What  do  we  mean  by  the  term  doctoring? 
Doctoring  is  a  form  of  surface  alteration 
who  primary  objective  is  to  hide  slight 
metal  loss,  fine  scratches  and/or  bag  marks 
on  a  coin's  obverse  portrait  or  field,  etc.,  or 
damage.  It  can  mean  polishing  or  whizzing 
to  various  degrees.  Whizzing  is  where  metal 
is  moved  mechanically  to  simulate  mint 
luster  or  create  the  illusion  of  original 
luster.  Thus,  a  new  or  undoctored  attractive 
look  is  presented  to  the  neophyte.  Silver 
coins  can  be  artificially  toned  to  hide  the 
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above  mentioned  surface  alterations  and 
therefore,  not  being  encapsulated  by  NGC 
or  PCGS.  Another  example  which  comes  to 
mind  is  the  1839-D  (Dahlonega,  GA  Branch 
Mint)  Coronet  $5  half  eagle  gold  price.  It 
was  advertised  "raw"  as  AU-58  for  $12,500. 
Approximate  real  value  is  $17,500!  Such  a 
buy  generated  instantaneous  BARGAIN 
HUNTER  attraction.  Not  enough  people 
logically  question  why  is  this  coin  being 
offered  at  this  level.  Upon  inspection,  this 
doctored  coin  was  valued  at  $6,000  to 
$7,000.  Nice  dealer  profit.  Sad  buyer  loss. 

Coinage  with  large  price  spreads  between 
grades  are  special  favorites  of  specific 
dealers  and  especially  the  unscrupulous 
type  of  boiler  room  operations.  Concerning 
the  latter,  they  also  have  no  scruples  when 
selling  coins  to  the  uninformed.  They  will 
think  nothing  of  selling  a  raw  coin  for 
$7,000  that's  worth  $100  or  less!  I've  been 
involved  in  legal  cases  where  the  said  was  a 
reality. 

Lessons  to  be  learned:  In  my  opinion,  one 
should  never  purchase  a  raw  com  — unless 
they  are  proficient  or  skilled  in  grading 
coins.  Make  sure  you  procure  coinage 
encapsulated  especially  by  NGC  or  PCGS. 
They  are  considered  — by  many  coin 
dealers  — to  be  the  leading  third  part}' 
grading  services.  If  the  seller  does  not  want 
to  have  the  offered  coin  encapsulated  by 
one  of  the  said  third  party  grading  services 
noted,  I  would  look  elsewhere  or  question 
the  reasoning.  Then  check  his  or  her 
response  with  other  dealers  as  to  the  service 
planned  to  be  used.  Remember  you  want 
your  interest  protected  via  another 
respected  opinion. 

In  my  opinion,  strongly  recommend  not 
buying  coins  over  $100  which  are  housed  m 
any  hard  plastic  holder  that  snaps  open, 
slides  open  or  has  to  be  unscrewed  to  be 
opened,  or  clear  2"  X  2"  soft  plastic  or  Mylar 
holders  (both  known  as  FLIPS)  or  stapled 
cardboard  holders  with  a  cellophane  type 
coin  window.  Why?  Should  they  be  over 


graded  or  doctored  you  most  likely  will 
have  a  difficult  time  getting  back  your 
money.  You  may  hear:  "that's  not  the  coin  I 
sold  you"  or  "you  did  something  to  the  coin 
to  lower  its  value,"  such  as  clean  the  coin, 
etc. 

Never  remove  a  coin  from  a  sealed  or 
stapled  flip  or  any  sealed  holder.  Why? 
Should  you  discover  the  coin  is  over  graded 
or  has  problems,  you  have  virtually  no 
recourse.  You  will  hear  that  you  messed  up 
the  piece,  etc.  Save  yourself  the  potential 
grief. 

Remember,  there  are  bargains  in  numis¬ 
matics,  but  you  must  be  numismatically 
astute  to  find  them  when  the  opportunity 
presents  itself.  So  pass  on  the  coin,  which 
might  cost  $550  that  is  bemg  offered  raw 
for  $275  or  $300  — unless  you  are  an  expert! 
Ask  yourself  as  to  why  such  a  bargain  price 
is  being  offered. 

Also,  be  aware  that  while  a  coin  can  be 
encapsulated  by  a  grading  service  other 
than  those  previously  noted,  they  may  not 
bring  equal  value,  even  if  they  indicate  the 
same  grade.  Strictness  in  standards  can 
differ.  I  have  seen  them  bring  equal  market 
value  at  major  coin  auctions  and 
conventions,  but  this  is  not  always  the  case. 
True  grading  skills  are  required  to 
differentiate  or  recognize  the  grading 
differences  between  different  services  MS- 
60  or  MS-65  encapsulations. 

Example:  Saw  an  1870-S  $1  gold  piece 
graded  MS-60  by  a  lesser  service.  Coin 
should  be  worth  $1,750  -  $2,000.  It  sold  for 
$675.  Wiry?  It  was  really  an  AU-55+  piece 
originally,  but  brought  less  than  AU  money 
because  it  was  lightly  cleaned!  NGC  and 
PCGS  would  not  put  this  coin  in  their  slab. 
Such  material  is  used  for  sale  by  the 
unscrupulous  telemarketer  or  dealer. 

It  is  important  to  know  what  grading 
service  holder  your  coin  is  slabbed  in  and 
what  it  is  worth  compared  to  an  NGC  or 
PCGS  graded  coin.  Remember,  knowledge 
is  power,  but  only  when  vou  use  it. 
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Michigan  State  Capitol 

Celebrates  125th  Anniversary 
with  Medal  Unveiling 


On  January  14,  2004,  the  Michigan  State  Capitol 
had  a  commemorative  ceremony  marking  the 
125th  anniversary  of  the  Capitol's  dedication  on 
January  1,  1879.  The  event  was  held  in  the 
rotunda. 

In  addition  to  remarks  from  the  Governor, 
Speaker  of  the  House  and  Majority  Leader  of  the 
State  Senate,  the  celebration  included  the  un¬ 


veiling  of  a  commemorative  medal,  struck  in 
aluminum  for  distribution  to  visitors  to  the  State 
Capitol  in  Lansing.  This  silver  dollar  sized 
medal,  the  latest  in  a  series  of  commemorative 
medals  produced  for  important  anniversaries  of 
the  capitol  since  the  late  1970's,  was  designed  by 
State  Representative  Steven  Bieda,  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins.  He 
is  best  known  in  numismatic  circles  as  the 
designer  of  a  commemorative  half  dollar  struck 
by  the  United  States  Mint  in  1992  for  the 
Olympic  Games.  Rep.  Bieda  just  completed  the 
first  year  in  his  first  term  in  the  Michigan  House 
of  Representatives  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Capitol  Committee,  which  hosted  the  event.  The 
medal  is  being  produced  as  a  collaboration 
between  the  Michigan  Capitol  Committee  and 
the  Friends  of  the  Capitol.  Inc.  and  made 
possible,  in  part,  by  a  grant  Irom  Blue  Cross 
Blue  Shield  of  Michigan,  and  will  be  given  tree 
to  visitors  to  the  state  capitol  for  the  duration  of 
2004. 

At  the  unveiling  on  January  14,  2004,  visitors 
were  also  given  a  commemorative  booklet  in 
addition  to  the  medals.  "It  was  an  honor  to 
design  this  medal."  Bieda  remarked.  "Everyday  1 
walk  through  these  halls  and  chambers  I  am 
struck  by  the  artistry,  detail,  and  history  ol  these 
beautiful  building.  I  am  truly  honored  and 
humbled  to  serve  the  people  ol  this  great  state, 
and  this  medal  is  but  one  representation  ol  that 
commitment."  A 


Congratulations  to  SUSCC  member  Gordon  Donnell! 

Numismatic  Ambassador  Award  recipient  (12/03) 
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A  COMMEMORATIVE  COIN 

PROPOSAL 

TO  BENEFIT  NUMISMATICS 


By  Dr.  Thomas  F.  Fitzgerald 

j  o 


Old  San  Francisco  Mint 


There  were  numerous  commemorative  coin  proposals  from  1935  through  1938.  In 
fact,  there  was  such  a  proliferation  of  bills  authorizing  these  special  coins  that  public 
opinion  turned  against  them.  After  a  hiatus  during  and  after  World  War  II  and 
beginning  with  the  Washington  Commemorative  half  dollar  of  1982,  the  most  prolific 
commemorative  coin  programs  in  the  history  of  the  United  States  began. 

The  surcharges  from  the  sale  of  these  coins  were  designed  to  support  many  different 
causes.  These  ranged  from  buildings,  such  as  the  Capital  Visitor  Center  to  monuments 
including  The  Women  in  the  Military  and  the  Korean  War  Memorial;  from  the 
commemoration  of  historical  events  such  as  the  Constitutional  Bicentennial  and  the  Bill 
of  Rights  to  the  Columbus  Quincentennial,  the  White  House  Bicentennial  and,  of  course, 
the  Olympic  Games.  Many  numismatists  pointed  out  that  the  funding  of  these  projects 


34 


were  mostly  at  the  expense  of  the  coin  collectors  since  these  were  the  folks  who 
purchased  the  commemorative  coins  in  order  to  complete  their  collections. 

For  the  first  time,  legislation  authorizing  a  commemorative  coin  program  would 
benefit  numismatists. 

The  Granite  Lady  -  The  Second  San  Francisco  Mint 

The  2nd  San  Francisco  Mint  is  located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco  and  has  been 
standing  there  since  its  dedication  in  1874.  When  it  opened,  the  Granite  Lady  was  the 
largest  Federal  Building  in  the  west.  A.B.  Mullett,  who  also  designed  the  United  States 
Treasury  Building  and  the  Old  Executive  Office  Building,  designed  the  Mint  with  its 
Greek  Columns. 

At  one  point  in  its  history,  more  than  half  of  the  corns  minted  in  the  United  States 
came  from  this  mint.  In  fact,  it  once  held  more  than  a  third  of  the  nation's  gold. 

The  building  is  listed  in  the  "National  Register  of  Historical  Places."  Perhaps  this 
facility  is  most  famous  for  its  role  in  the  1906  San  Francisco  earthquake.  Because  the 
cistern  beneath  the  building  provided  water  to  fight  the  ensuing  fires,  the  building  stood 
alone  over  an  area  that  appeared  as  if  it  had  been  destroyed  by  a  war.  The  mint  served 
as  the  city's  bank  and  financial  institution  as  the  people  began  to  rebuild.  All 
remittances  to  and  from  the  city  and  all  disbursements  within  the  city  went  through  the 
mint  in  the  months  after  the  earthquake.  It  was  a  glorious  period;  not  only  for  the  mint, 
but  also  for  the  role  it  played  in  reconstructing  lives  and  property. 

Coins  continued  to  be  struck  at  this  mint  from  1874  until  1937  when  the  demands 
outgrew  the  facility'.  The  new  and  3rd  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  on  Herman  St.  in  San 
Francisco. 


The  First  Granite  Lady  Museum 

Mint  Director  Mary  Brooks,  with  the  help  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Numismatic  Society  and 
the  California  State  Numismatic  Association,  reopened  the  Granite  Lady  as  a  mint 
museum  in  1974.  However,  another  earthquake  in  1987  caused  extensive  damage  that 
resulted  in  the  closure  of  the  facility.  In  1994,  the  building  was  transferred  to  the 
General  Services  Administration  where  it  has  remained.  And  then,  after  nine  years  of 
negotiations,  the  General  Services  Administration  turned  the  building  over  to  the  City  of 
San  Francisco.  This  transfer  could  not  take  place  until  the  city  provided  the  Federal 
Government  assurances  that  the  repairs  to  the  building  will  be  funded  and  the  facility' 
will  serve  the  public. 


National  Money  and  Gold  Rush  Museum 

The  City  of  San  Francisco  and  the  San  Francisco  Museum  and  Historical  Society  have 
entered  into  an  agreement  for  the  development  of  the  2nd  San  Francisco  Mint  Building. 
Under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Don  Kagin  of  Tiburon,  California,  a  "National  Money  and 
Gold  Rush  Museum"  has  been  proposed.  When  completed,  this  would  be  the  largest 
Numismatic  Museum  in  the  Western  Hemisphere  and  will  tell  the  story  of  money  with  a 
particular  emphasis  on  the  various  gold  rushes.  The  museum  would  be  housed  on  the 
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ground  floor  of  the  Granite  Lady.  In  addition,  there  will  also  be  a  San  Francisco 
Historical  Museum  and  a  visitor's  bureau  within  the  building. 


Commemorative  Coin  Program 

1  he  funds  to  repair  the  building  and  rnstall  the  museum  must  be  raised.  The  cost  of 
the  space  for  the  National  Money  Museum  is  about  $8  million.  It  is  hoped  that  these 
funds  can  be  raised  by  a  sellout  of  a  commemorative  coin  program.  California  Senators 
Diane  Feinstein  and  Barbara  Boxer  have  proposed  Senate  Bill  S.168  authorizing  a  coin 
program  commemorating  the  Old  San  Francisco  Mint  (The  Granite  Lady).  It  will  take  67 
of  the  100  Senators  to  co-sign  this  bill  in  order  for  it  to  become  law.  Readers  are  being 
asked  to  contact  their  Senators  requesting  that  they  co-sign  this  bill. 

The  Specifications  of  the  Proposed  Coins 

These  coins  would  be  the  first  to  honor  a  United  States  Mint  and  the  first  to  directly 
benefit  the  numismatic  community.  The  proposal  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  mint  gold  and  silver  coins  for  this  program.  It  has  been  suggested  that  one 
of  the  gold  denominations  be  a  $3  gold  piece.  Coins  would  be  issued  in  both 
uncirculated  and  proof  qualities  and  be  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  and  bear  the 
"S"  mintmark. 

The  designs  of  the  gold  coin(s)  shall  be  "emblematic  of  the  San  Francisco  Old  Mint 
Building,  its  importance  to  California  and  the  History  of  the  United  States  and  its  role  in 
rebuilding  San  Francisco  after  the  1906  earthquake  and  fire."  The  design  of  the  silver 
coins  shall  be  "emblematic  of  the  three  buildings  that  have  served  as  mints  in  San 
Francisco,  and  their  importance  in  the  development  of  the  American  West."  All  the 
coins  would  be  dated  "2006." 

This  writer  hopes  that  all  numismatists  will  support  this  proposal.  Details  of  the 
planned  National  Money  Museum  mav  be  obtained  by  contacting  Dr.  Tom  Fitzgerald 
whose  e-mail  address  is  fitzshamrock@aol.com  or  Dr.  Don  Kagin  at  38  Main  St.  #201, 
Tiburon,  CA  949920.  Telephone  (415)  435-2601. 
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Membership  Application 

Socicccj  For  C/.S.  Cornt  ncr noRd  rive  Coins 

I  hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
(SUSCC),  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society. 

Membership  runs  from  January  1st  to  December  31st  of  each  year. 

Annual  Dues:  $20.00  per  adult  and  $10.00  per  Junior  (Age  17  and  under). 


Name 


Address 


City 


State  and  Zip  Code 


Daytime  Telephone  Number 


Signature  of  Applicant 


Date 


Signature  and  Membership  Number  of  Sponsor  (optional) 


Birth  Date  (Junior  Members) 


Signature  of  Parent  or  Guardian  (Junior  Members) 


Enclose  dues  with  your  application  (copy  ok)  and  send  to: 

SUSCC,  P.O.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 


